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Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

ROAR  	  
May, 2002 

PRESIDENT'S 5 
Each society has it's own, unwritten rules, cultural "norms", and 
expectations. I doubt you'll find legislation prohibiting picking 
your nose in public but...social rules cause us not to. There is no 
law existent that requires hugs and handshakes but...it is the 
"norm" in our society. I know of no requirement to be helpful to 
those in need but...it is a social expectation. 

Every culture and sub culture has it's own norms and expectations 
and so it is with the community of individualists referred to by 
society as "Bikers". Very few cultures are as active and commit-
ted to helping others through charitable acts as bikers are. 

The members of Top Cats have upheld that commitment over the 
past few years by raising over $100,000 for charity. In fact, the 
Top Cats were just recognized as the best organization in the state 
of Illinois for supporting charity during 2001. 

How do we do it? "WE" is the operative word here. WE have 
supported other club's charity rides each year and WE are prepar-
ing for our own annual charity ride at the end of September this 
year. We need to keep the WE in our effort in order to make it a 
success again this year. WE need to get on the Top Cats' Charity 
Ride Committee. WE need to volunteer to help with registration, 
parking, set up, food service, and a myriad of other activities. WE 
need to sell Charity Ride raffle tickets for that 2003, Harley-
Davidson 100th Anniversary edition, Custom Sportster. And, WE 
need to start now. 

Remember I mentioned social expectations? There ain't no law 
that says you gotta sell raffle tickets as a member of Top Cats but 
it's as much an expectation as showing up for a ride with a full 
tank of fuel! At the May 7th meeting at Mandile's, the expectation 
is that WE will all pick up a packet of raffle tickets from Craig and 
Linda Martens and WE will convert those tickets to cash for our 
Charity Ride. It ain't negotiable, there ain't no acceptable excus-
es, just pick up your tickets!!! 

Now that WE have our tickets, what do WE do with them? The 
easy way out is WE buy them ourselves. WE can also take them 
to work and sell them to the selected few who WE bought cases 
of Girl Scout cookies from. WE can carry them in a saddlebag 
and sell them to other riders. WE can give them to friends and rel-
atives as gifts. WE can give them to our spouses as an anniver-
sary present. If WE live in Arkansas, WE can give them to our 
wife to sell to her fellow 7th grade students. WE can give them to 
employees as recognition awards. WE can offer them to cops as 
bribes. WE can use them as tips for waitresses. WE can pay our 
taxes to the IRS with them. WE can even pay the illegals who 
clean our house and do our landscaping with them. There is just 
no end to how WE can sell raffle tickets!! 

Are you clear now on the social expectations? Pick up your pack-
et of tickets, sell them, buy them or barter them, turn the money 
in and...don't pick your nose in public! 

Let's roll, 

Traveler 

ROAD BITS 
By Iceman 

You are on the road and you just hate to see your bike less than 
sparkling clean. The answer to your problem is as close as 
your saddlebags. Rip open a packet of CLEANTOOLS 
GLOSSER and shine away. It removes surface dirt, waxes and 
dries - all with one disposable tissue. EMGEE/CLEANTOOLS, 
Dept HRB03, 10 Plaza Drive, Westmont, IL 60559-1116, 800 
654-3933 

Here's something particular to a motorcycle nut. Crank up your 
mega stereo and pop in MOTORBIKE MUSIC. www.motor-
bikemusic.com . Your house will be filled with the sounds of HD 
Sportsters to MV Agusta F4'4 being reved to their max. It is 
sure to be a hit with all in the household. Oh, yeah, there are 
songs too. 

LiquVac @ $49.99, 8qt capacity. A simple hand operated pump 
to remove oil by placing a suction tube down your dipstick tube. 
No mess, no fuss. 800 225-2224 or www.liquivac.com . 

Web Site Information: Sturgis Black Hills Rally and Races, 
wwwsturgisrallynews.com . Sturgis On The River, www.stur-
gisontheriver.com  

***STURGIS*** 

Alex Johnson Hotel. New contact person: DONNA KNAAP. 
Make your reservations early and mention that you are a Top 
Cat. 800 888-ALEX 

About our Advertisers 

NEW: Randhurst Shoe Repair. I have been using the services 
of this establishment for many years. Shoes, boots, leather 
bags, Hein Geriche jacket and patches have all been repaired 
quickly and at a reasonable price. Try them out. 

America's Open Road. Many of our members already have 
their service work done here. 3 technicians are available to get 
you back on the road or add that new performance bit to your 
V-Twin motorcycle. 

NEW: Woodstock Harley-Davidson. Those of you attending 
the Top Cats' April meeting met the General Manager, Doug 
Jackson, and heard two of his tech people explain the benefits 
of Dyno Tuning. They want the Top Cats' business. 

Randy's Cycle in Huntly, has added 24 hour - towing to the 
many services they already offer. Top Cats always get a dis-
count at Randy's. 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BI'SINESS 

President 	Wayne "TraNeler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa1774aol.com) 

Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 
(lowryhogan@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Emeritus 	(aliciakumr@aol.com ) 
Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 

(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

Director 	Ray Caprio 	 630/837-0849 
(rcapsr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOILINE:(847/622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotlmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: May 6, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com) 	847/697-9607 

Advertising 	Bill Wilson awilson@banta.com) 	847/247-9540 

Membership 	Jenny Ori (jori100384@aol.com) 	773/481-2285 

Charity Ride 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/3824269 

Products 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hottnalcom) 	815/459-2488 

Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/4384998 

Web site 
Coordinator 	Alicia Kumro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 

Info for HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@noLcom) 	847-537-8989 

G-LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	 CELL # (847) 533-5236 

HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

CIES flif_AIIVE.5  

z,c-r 
550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

• SALES 

• SERVICE Vire  

GOLD WING)  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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ADVANCE 
euAtoin DeAign, 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags Show Bike Seats 

(847) 
265-9.378 

Customize 't 

Your 
Favorite 

Stock 
Or After 

Market Seat 

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Atpparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

www.alligatorbob.com  

CHARITY RIDE PROCEEDS- 
What did our money do for NISRA? 

The 2001 Fall Charity Ride was a huge suc-
cess and generated $31,500 for NISRA. The 
success of the event will impact the lives of 
people with disabilities and NISRA pro-
grams. Here's how the money was used: 

$15,680 was designated for the Day Camp 
Scholarship Fund. 

*$14,000 sends 28 children to camp, with 
transportation from pickup locations, on a 
full scholarship. (Fee for Full Day Camp 
w/transportation is $560). 
*Each camper received 144 hours of ser-
vices, so the Top Cats purchased 4,032 
hours of direct service at a cost of $3.88 per 
hour. 

*$12,800 funded the employment of 11 
additional counselors ($7.50 /hour x 6 
hours/day x 24 days, plus FICA, = $1,163 
per staff member.) 

$3,000 designed for vehicle replacement 
fund. 

This fund allows NISRA to plan on the 
timely replacement and addition of mini 
busses and vans used to transport partici-
pants to and from programs. Top Cats of 
Illinois will be recognized as a contributor 
on the vehicle. 

This generous contribution made a differ-
ence in the lives of a significant number of 
children this summer and enhanced the 
quality of NISRAs Summer Day Camp 
program! 

$12,800 assisted in the employment of 
additional day camp staff. 

*Each summer, NISRA staff have observed a 
rise in the number of children with multiple 
disabilities or more severe disabilities, 
requiring a 1-1 staff to camper ratio. Some 
of these children are "modern miracles", 
surviving medical conditions at birth or in 
infancy due to medical advances that were 
not available in the past. Others have dis-
abilities such as autism, and their parents 
are more inclined to register them for a 
community program such as NISRA in 
today's atmosphere of inclusion and diversi-
ty This growing population of children 
receiving closer supervision and assistance 
has put a tremendous strain on NISRAs day 
camp budget. Top Cat funding allows 
NISRA to provide an effective and safe sum-
mer environment for these children. 
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MINUTES OF MARCH 2000 GENERAL MEETING 
Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

Tuesday, April 2, 2002, President Wayne Kirkpatrick called the Top Cats General Meeting 
to order at Woodstock Harley Davidson in Woodstock, Illinois. Guests for the evening were 
as follows: Karen Pawlik, guest of Ed Jacques, Pam Hoffman, introduced by George Cumpata, 
and Jack Pangrazio presented by Jenny Ori. 

The President's "5" (minutes) included a reminder of the Memorial Ride on the 28th of April 
for our Founder, Carl "Virgo" Bender. Meet at Mandile's, corner of Algonquin Road and Lake 
Cook koad at 8:00 A.M., ride leaves at 8:30, Rain or Shine. Check the website for details and 
updates on the President's Ride leaving on May 23rd. 

Vice President Rik Lowry announced the Board Meeting on Monday, April 8th. All mem- 
bers welcome. He also thanked Cheryl and Pete Hemmelgarn for the wonderful Awards 
Dinner. Congratulations to Terry Kumro on receiving the Sturgis Award! Thanks to Duane 
LaMotte for setting up the meeting tonight with Woodstock H-D. 

The following is information from various Board Members and Committees. Flyers for the 
Door County Ride in June were available from Road Captain Jordy Glazov. John Fraccaro, 
Activities, encouraged everyone to check the website for upcoming ride dates. Director Bard 
Boand stated members will be dropped from the roster for nonpayment of 2002 dues. He also 
had available information sheets for "Little Sturgis", June 14th and 15th, and Sturgis in August. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick introduced Doug Jackson from Woodstock Harley Davidson 
and thanked him for his hospitality tonight. Doug stated that the focus at the dealership was 
on Customer Service and in that regard, presented Shaun Crowley and Nic Martin, Service 
Techs, who spoke on the Dynojet Performance Evaluation Program. This service is available 
to help you decide how to improve the performance of your Harley and can help pinpoint prob- 
lems. Service is available seven day a week. 

Ric Case, Safety, stated G.R.A.S.S. Class is May 5th, 9:00 A.M. Village Tavern in Buffalo 
Grove. Craig Martens encouraged members to attend the Charity Ride meeting on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at the American Smokehouse in Lake Zurich, 7:30 PM. Raffle tickets 
are available for pickup tonight. $10 each, limit of 2,500 tickets to be sold. 

John Lunde, Communications, says to check out the great new website! Jim Haase will be 
leading the upcoming Pick Up Ride on Sunday and recommended Microsoft's Streets and 
Trips program for help planning rides. See 0.J. Simpson for details on Barrington Police 
Charity Ride on June 2nd to benefit Special Olympics. All Top Cats are invited to Woodstock 
Harley for their Open House on April 27th. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff said we are solid and, on that note, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Custom &zwing 
Patches. Rippers a &laps 

Custom Body jewelry 

e(MlfrelPF1, "104,19,,14419* 03SA1,. X.VX'a"XXX. 

2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 

I Complete DealNI Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  I 

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehide  
Loolc Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

HARM DAVIDSON  M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

Page 5 

Mihey's Trihey'5 &wing 

Mt key 	347-353-3107 

HULDEN 
••••••• 

Misr e IA 
ajLAIP  
GRAPHICS 
C•O.R•P•O.R-A.T•1.0.N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

9 

cpcfi  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 
847-42 8-3400 

106 I E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 





Happy Anniversary, ROAR! / 
By Traveler 

This month marks the seventh anniversary of our Club publica-
tion, ROAR. Inside, you will find a reprint of that very first 
issue. While it's only two pages long, and perhaps four half 
columns of text, it speaks volumes about the origin and growth 
of Top Cats-Illinois. Of our 140 members today, eight would have 
received that first issue. So, for 132 of us, it's an interesting 
look at the origin of our Club. 

Published quarterly, this first issue was struggling for an appro-
priate name as you'll see from the masthead. The American 
Dream in Motion was the name of the first newsletter and it 
probably reflects more on what the Club was at that time than 
the name ROAR does today...an American dream. 

The author, editor, publisher, printer, and mailer was our 
Founder, Carl "Virgo" Bender. Today, the success of ROAR 
requires the effort of 8 - 10 people each month. As we read 
Virgo's comments, we learn that the Club originally met on the 
first Sunday of the month. Today, we meet on the first Tuesday 
so we have Sunday for riding events. 

The first official meeting place for Top Cats was a restaurant in 
Lake Zurich known as Formerly Farmans. Today that restaurant 
is the American Smoke House and is the monthly meeting place 
of our Board of Directors. 

The description of the meeting reflects that they met, they ate, 
they drank, and they checked out each other's bike. Today, we 
eat, check out each other's bike, drink, check out each other's 
bike, meet, check out each other's bike, then drink some more. 

Some things never change. This issue also calls for members to 
volunteer for committees, to submit articles, and points out a 
page limitation for mailing the newsletter. Same or stuff we 
deal with monthly. 

The subjects at that time were; increasing membership, dues, 
affiliations, By-Laws, and one picnic and three rides a year. 
Wow! Today, we're still discussing membership, dues, affilia-
tions, and an update to the By-Laws. 

We have gone from one picnic and three rides a year to close to 
50 events a year but, the most revealing comment was one 
attributed to Ilene Mann who recommended that the Club get 
involved with raising funds for a charity. The consensus was 
that the Club was too small to do fund raising then. Thanks to 
Ilene, and the efforts of every current and past member, we 
have a reputation and state - wide recognition for our great 
charity work today. 

Of the six members who were running the Club at that time, 
two have passed away, one continues to run his leather shop in 
Lombard, two have found other interests, and one, Rob Mann, 
is still active in the Club as a past president. 

As you finish reading this first issue, take a second to reflect on 
where we were seven years ago, where we are today, and what 
you would like to see in the May, 2010 issue of ROAR 
because...you've only got seven years left to make that happen. 
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Fraudulent Pick Up Ride! 
By Traveler 

Fraud, by its simplest definition, is not getting what you expect-
ed. I think about 18 riders and four co riders just might have 
been victims of fraud on Sunday morning, April 14th. The Pick 
Up Ride (PUR), rescheduled from April 7th, was held that morn-
ing. The sun was finally shining for one of our rides but...it was 
a Pick Up Ride. That is, a ride wherein riders show up, then 
decide on where to go. Adding to the drudgery of a typical 
PUR was the expectation that it would be lead by a rider doing 
his qualifying ride for his Road Captain Rocker. What a way to 
waste a perfectly good riding day. 

That was my expectation when I arrived at Egg Harbor. It 
became apparent that there was way too much jubilation and 
way too many smiles for a typical PUR. On top of the upbeat 
atmosphere, there was a soothing sense of organization and 
growing confidence in the road captain, Jim Hasse. 

I started to suspect that I was a victim of fraud when Jim gath-
ered the group, handed out route sheets, briefed the riders on 
the day's events and gave an excellent safety briefing, (includ-
ing using a dummy to demo hand signals) for the many guests 
and new members we had. 

Now, one of the more difficult skills that a road captain must 
display is the ability to maintain a constant speed so the group 
doesn't "accordion". Without exception, from the 2 spot, I 
would see a speed limit sign, glance at my speedometer, and 
we would be dead - on the speed limit! 

Scenic routes to Lake Geneva are not hard to find. New scenic 
routes to Lake Geneva aren't easy to find, given the number of 
years that we've been riding up there. Jim had a great route 
laid out that provided a bit of everything...speed on straight 
stretches, twisties, downtowns, country and, most of all...noth-
ing boring. 

Anyone who has ever been to Popeye's in Lake Geneva for a 
Sunday lunch knows that parking is usually nonexistent. 
During the riders' briefing, Jim mentioned that we had 
reserved parking at Popeye's. My thought was, I'll believe it 
when I kick my sidestand down. We arrived at Popeye's and 
were escorted into the reserved parking section without a 
hitch. The parking attendant even played photographer for a 
group picture! I'm beginning to feel a real big fraud by now. 

After a very successful ride, and lunch at our reserved table, we 
split into groups with riders heading in all directions. I headed 
toward Wisconsin and on the way reflected on the morning 
ride....I was a victim of fraud! 

This wasn't a Pick Up Ride. This was a superbly planned, thor-
oughly coordinated, extremely well lead, scenic and safe, Top 
Cats' ride. It was nothing like I expected. If this was fraud...I 
look forward to the next opportunity to be victimized. 

If any of our riders, working toward their road captain qualifi-
cation, want some advice on how to put on a great ride...go see 
Jim Hasse. Our appreciation to Jim for another great Top Cats' 
ride. 
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BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS! 

rst you should know that we have now 
agreed on a continuing time, date and location 
for our monthly meetings and the next meeting 
is scheduled for the 4th of June. So, mark your 
calendar for the TOP (1st) SUNDAY of each 
month at exactly noon. The location is a 
restaurant in Lake Zurich called "Formerly 
Farmans" 66 W. Main Street. It is buffet style 
and very reasonable with good food. I look 
forward to seeing most of you there in June. 

Now, on to the big question for all of you Top 
Cats that were unable to make the meeting at 
my place. What Happened at the ineeting? 
Well, we had a very nice time, we enjoyed 
Brats, Hamburgers, Potato Salad, and other 
food treats, (Josie was our TOP CAT Chef on 
the BBQ). Near Beer, Beer, Spring Water, and 
a variety of Soda Pop was also available. The 
conversation was lively and we even gave birth 
to Rob's new nickname "MOW-MAN". 

After everyone checked out everybody's bike 
(including my new T) we got down to 
business. Distribution of the membership list 
and Agenda was made by Tinker Bell, she also 
took pictures of the Charter Members to put on 
their Charter Cards. If you are a Charter 
member and your picture wasn't taken, please 
send a postage stamp size photo to me and we 
will send back a new Charter Card to you. The 
membership list will be included with this 

newsletter. 

Tinker Bell also handed out new little blue 
membership applications. These little blue 
membership applications are the only source 
of us getting new members at the present 
time. In other words, they are the life blood 
of our organization. If you didn't have the 
opportunity to be at the rneeting, your 
personalized little blue cards will be enclosed 
with this newsletter....please use them! 

Remember, to be a TOP CAT one must be an 
owner or the person in charge of the business 
and must send their filled out application 
along with a business card and $50 to our 
mailing address. 

Some of the items that we discussed are as 
follows: Membership benefits which will 
include a monthly social forum 12 months a 
year. A quarterly newsletter (you're reading 
the first issue). One annual picnic and a 
minimum of three tours yearly. 

We also agreed that I should explore various 
affiliations such as with the AMA or the 
MRF. will check that out. 

Our By-Laws and Mission Statement are 
currently being worked on and should be 
ready in the imtnediate future. 

It was suggested by Lene that we look into a 
charitable cause to affiliate ourselves with and 
raise money for. The consensus was we are 
probably too small of a group at this time to 
undertake that type of project, perhaps in the 
future. 

As you will see on page 2, several people 
volunteered to head up various projects that 
will make our group more fun and much 
stronger of an organization. Our emphasis 
seems to be on member benefits at this stage 
of our development. 

Liz and John Peace were the two newest 
members at the meeting (brought in by Bill 
and Mary Lane). Jordy had to leave early to 
catch a flight to Germany and Jerky Man came 
cruising in just as the meeting was winding 
down, nevertheless they all made thoughtful 
contributions to our group discussion. I was 
very pleased at all of the interaction and 
interest in the growing of TOP CATS. 

All in all we had a pretty productive meeting 
and had roughly half of our total membership 
show up. We have many things to develop 
and seem to be well underway in 
accomplishing these objectives. 

See ya next month, ride safe. 	VIRGO 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Hwy. #218 

Barrington, Illinois 60010 

pHONE: 708-38i-2161 
FAX: 708-381.0956 

THE AMERICAN DREAM TN MOTION  
The name is nice, but it just doesn't have that special ring to it. I've 
played with "THE SMALL TREAT JOURNAL" ; "THE STRAIGHT 
PIPE" ; "THE FRAME OF REFERENCE" ; and "THE LEADER 
READER" but none of them have that special ring for the name of our 
newsletter. How about some suggestions from the membership at large. 
Drop me a note, fax it, E-Mail it, or leave a message on my answering 
machine after 6PM. Virgo 

SEND IT DY FAX 
708-381-0956 

OR E-MAIL 
TopCatsUSA@AOLCOM 

NEWS TIPS - ARTICLES - GRAPHICS 
HUMOR - EVENTS - ETC. 

VITILNICIE301 
Let the rest of the members know what 
you know, what events are going on, 
where are the bike shows, when is it 

happening? 

WI3 HAW A CAPACITY! 

This newsletter can only have so many pages 
and still qualify for the first class postage rate. 
Once we go over the specified number of 
pages we will have to pay additional postage. 

Conversely, if we are grossly under the 
specified number of pages, we are not taking 
advantage of the minimum 1st class postage 
rate. 
MAXIMUM NUMBER OF PAGES = 12 
CURRENT NUMBER OF PAGES = 4 
As you can see, we can use some additional 
input from the members. Thanks 	Virg° 

Page 2 THE AMERICAN DREAM IN MOTION TOP CATS - ILLINOIS 

Articles, Graphics & Advertising are encouraged, but the opinions expressed in this newsletter, as well as the graphics, 
are the sole responsibility of their creators and do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of Tor cars-twriots. 

Top Cats 
meets the TOP 
(1st) SUNDAY 
each month at 

NOON at 

"Formerly 
Farmans" 
Restaurant 
66 W. Main 

LaIce Zurich, R. 

It's always a 
pleasure to 

meet a 
TOP CAT 

because these 
are the 

BIKERS WHO 
MEAN 

BUSINESS! 

TOP CATS E-Mail: TopCatsUSA@AOL.COM  

ADVISORY BOARD: 
Rob "MOW-MAN"  Mann, Activities Chairman 

To include all special events, Holidays, Picnic, 
Poker Runs, Monthly meeting programs, etc. 

Jerry "CURMUDGEON"  Kelk, Membership Chair. 
To maintain the scorecard on the number of 
Associate members and to answer questions 
regarding mernbership qualifications. To acquire 
and to renew expired members. 

John "DA  PAZ"  Peace, Communications Chair. 
Public Relations, Advertising, Newsletter, Special 
mailings, Safety Tips, etc. 

Richard "ANGEL"Moore,Pdts & Benefits CoChair. 
Richard "SLICK  "Greene,Pdts & Benefits CoChair. 

Patches, Pins, Flags, Buckles, Hats, T-Shirts, 
Insurance Towing, Discounts, Subscriptions, etc. 

Carl "VIRCLQ"  Bender, Founder & Top Cat 
Everything Else. 

VO 	tb-t- t. 16S 

It S. n the upper left corner of 
this page is a list of volunteers 
to serve our group as the 
responsible person to handle 
many subordinate projects. 

They 	will 	be 	forming 
committees and will be asking 
you for your help. 

Please cooperate and assist 
them as much as you are able 
to. We need your help to 
accomplish our objectives. 

You don't need to wait for 
their call. If you see an area 
that is of interest to you and 
you think you might enjoy 
working toward that end. Pull 
out your membership list and 
call the appropriate board 
member listed above. 

If you're not sure who to call 
above, please feel free to give 
me a call. 

Virgo 
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SPECIALONG IN AMERICAN MADE M RCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

Phone (847) 669-0256 , 	Mon.- Frl.: 10am - 7pm 
Sat.- 9am - 3pm Fax (847) 669-0772 

ER COATING 

11013 Routo 47 • P.O. BOX 516 
Huntloy, IL 60142 

twnv.randyscyclo.com  

•FULL SE 
•TOWI 

ROD OATES 
Managsr 

 	IN 
1LE.ATz-zrin$ 

Prlit 	Ak*  
10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND. IL  60071 

8IS-678-4200 

RANDHURST 
SHOE REPAIR 

847-392-3028 

RANDHURST MALL 
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056 

(ADJACENT TO CARSON'S) 

2002 Charity Ride All New! 
By Chuck Prettyman 

As most of us are aware, the fall charity ride 
committee is busy planning and preparing for 
the Top Cat's annual fundraiser to be located 
at a new venue, with more vendors, better 
food, scenic background, permanent shelter 
and an indoor facility in case of inclement 
weather. 

What, you ask, happened to the dumpsters 
and the grease pit? For those missing the old 
alley and tight parking there will be a nostal-
gic ride sometime this summer. Wait for it! 
But for the rest of us, we should applaud the 
effort and make a conscientious effort to par-
ticipate. Your membership entitles you to sit 
on you're a— and let someone else do the 
work; but that also limits your credibility 
when you complain. 

But, as a contributing member, we have a lot 
of options. Just encouraging people to attend 
is one, selling tickets, securing one sponsor, 
no matter how small, securing a donation to be 
raffled, or a door prize are other ways to help. 
There have been some good suggestions also. 
To determine if a suggestion is feasible, one 
should think it through, write it out, including 
how it can be accomplished, and finally, what 
role you will play in implementing the sugges-
tion. If we can not come up with how we can 
help make it work, why would one expect 
someone else to? 

Think of all the businesses that you support; 
your bank, your suppliers, your freight han-
dler, to name a few, are eager to keep your 
business. Maybe they would like to help sup-
port your charity. It can't hurt to ask for reci-
procity! Call, Chuck Prettyman if you have 
someone you know who might be a candidate 
to sponsor YOUR charity. We have package 
plans that include free tickets, name recogni-
tion, and an invite to the ride festivities. 
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PRESIDENT's RIDE. 
By Traveler 

OK, so you've decided to go on the First Annual President's Ride to Washington, DC. What do you take 
with you? Here's some suggestions, over and above the obvious such as money, clothes, and rain gear. 

Eye drops - Helps sooth those wind-burned eyes 

A spare bike key - Helps sooth those embarrassing moments. 

Zip Lok bags - Keeps socks dry during storms 

Weatherproof map case - or, use a big Zip Lock bag 

Helmet - (We will be in a helmet state) 

Ear plugs - Helps you hear better after a day l0000ng ride 

Address labels - Makes it easier to mail home anything too big to carry 

Small towel - Bike cleaning and face drying after a rain ride (keep it in a Zip Lock) 

Bungee cords - For strapping down that 20" pizza you bought to take back to the hotel or repair tha loose saddlebag 

Emergency Road Service - (H.O.G., AAA, AMA, etc.) Good insurance for the unexpected 

Water proof socks, gloves - Prevents those shriveled fingers and toes from all day in the rain 

Anti fog - Aids visibility thru sunglasses, night glasses, and helmet visors 

Spare oil and tool kit - Wrth tools, 9pmeone in the group will know how to fix almost anything. Wthout tools, have your emergency road service card reacty. 

Tire repair/inflation kit - You might not need it but it's a great help to a friend 

Night glasses - Don't leave home without them 

Spare prescription glasses - Just in case that lens blows out at 70 mph 

Any prescriptions - Smart to carry with you lust in case 

Sun screen - helps sooth the misery of riding with wind/sun burn 

Each of has our personal list of "stuff ' we carry with us on distance rides. Some of us just need remind-
ed of what to bring. If you have some neat little gadget you carry, let someone in the group know. As 
a guideline, don't waste space on things you can get for free or at minimal cost...tire gages are at most 
gas stations, lotion for chapped hands or face is at most hotels, and disposable cameras are at most gas 

stops. 

Also, if you decide to send a package/box of clean clothes ahead, send it to the address published in 
the President's Ride flyer or, call me at home (847) 854-4137 or at work (847) 658-8140. And remem-
ber, make your hotel reservations by May 3, 2002. 
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Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Communicating by Being Seen 

Position yourself and your motorcycle 
to be seen. Seems simple enough. Most of the 
time that probably means riding the left track. 
But as your rolling down the highway think 
about what vantage point it would be best for 
you and yourself to be seen by some one in 
another vehicle. Put yourself in that vehicle 
and think about their blind spots. Most of us, 
especially, those of us with our loud motorcy-
cles, can be heard. But what if some one's 
radio is at some really awfully high decibel 
level, or as more often than not talking on a 
cell phone, now, you need to get their attention 
by being seen. Intersections are of course the 
worst. Why? Well first off there are always 
more things going on at an intersection than on 
any other part of the highway. And there is 
more opportunity for multiple hazards to 
appear. If one of those hazards can be or has 
been communicated with because you can be 
seen, and you are absolutely positive they 
know you they can see you then MAYBE you 
momentarily attend to the hazard that is not 
paying attention or can not notice you and deal 
with it. The more complex or complicated the 
intersection, the more opportunity for many 
things to be going on around it, the MORE you 
need to make everybody and everyone aware 
of your presence, by being seen, as best you 
can. When dealing with multiple hazards, 
positioning to see and being seen is still one of 
the most important aspects of managing the 
communication needed for that situation. 
When we group ride we always expect good 
crisp hand signals so that the communications 
flow everywhere. Among ourselves and with 
other vehicles near us. Do we expect anything 
less if we ride alone? I think not. Usually on 
a motorcycle this is NOT good advice, but in 
this one exception, I think it is. When it 
comes to being seen, a good defense is a good 
offense. Aggressively, but not carelessly, be 
seen. 
Ride (trouble) Free 

MAY - JULY 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

5/4 	Open Road Radio MS Ride 
2 PM - 9 PM Berwyn VFW 1535 S. Harlem 

5/7 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant -Algonquin, IL 

5/11 TOP CATS Advanced Riders Course 
8:00 AM College of Lake County 

5/12 White Pines Ride - TBA 
5/13 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
5/14 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
5/18 	Palatine H.O.G. Bike Show 
5/19 Little Angels Ride 

JOHN LUNDE - Road Captain 
5/19-26 Rolling Thunder 
5/21-26 Run For The Wall 

Springfield, IL to Washington D.C. 
5/23 Presidents Ride (5/23 - 5/28) 

WAYNE KIRKPATRICK - Road Captain 
5/26 	Rolling Thunder XIIII 
5/31 Camping Trip - TBA 
6/2 	Torch Run - 9am 800 S. State, Elgin 
6/4 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
6/6-9 AMA Super Cycle Races 

Road America - Elkhart Lake, VVi 1-800-365-RACE 
6/7-9 Door County Ride 
6/8 	Ride for Vets 2002 Poker Run (708) 758-2975 
6/10 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
6/11 GRASS Class 

6:00 PM Village Grill and Tavem Buffalo Grove 
6/14 "Little Sturgis" Davenport, IA 

6/14- 6/16 BARD BOAND - Road Captain 
6/16 Stage Coach Trail Run 

9 AM - Terry Kumro, Jim Heniff - Road Captains 
6/18 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
6/22 Top Cats 1st Annual Downtown Nite 

Chicago - Holiday City Center 
John Fraccaro, Susan Tabordon - Road Captains 

6/29 Mississippi River Ride 6/29-6/30 
7/2 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant -Algonquin, IL 
7/8 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
7/13 	Annual Midnight Tour - Maryville Academy 
7/16 CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

7/21 	Ride For Kids Northbrook 
7/28 GRASS Class 

8:30 AM Village Grill and Tavern Buffalo Grove 
7/30 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
7/31 Sturgis Run - 1st group departs 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

Woodstock Harley Dyno Test 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Those of us who attended the last regular meeting 
at Woodstock Harley heard from the service depart-
ment about their dyno testing equipment and how it 
can analyze your scooters innards, and other work-
ing parts. So, I tried it. 

I called the dealer to make an appointment and was 
told to just bring it in on Monday, April 12 around 
10:30 AM. When I showed up they had no sched-
uled appointment for me, but had the time and put 
my 1999 Road King on the dyno. Nick was the 
technician who set it up and ran the diagnostics. He 
tested the bike in 5th gear first including a 6200- 
rpm rev starting at 1500 rpm. That was to see if the 
acceleration curve was satisfactory. Tire speed 
reached 136 mph each time the throttle was cranked 
to 6200 rpm. Then Nick performed the same test at 
each gear to record the curve, test the response of 
the clutch, and look for other indicators. This test 
will identify fuel mixture, out of round tires, loose 
spokes, and tension on drive belts, short circuits, 
and other maladies that did not affect my machine. 

It turns out I need to check for a loose spoke and 
keep an eye on the battery. It tested out at 70 hp, ran 
a little rich, which was OK, and the clutch was great 
even with 23,000+ miles. This cost $49.95, took 40 
minutes, and I got a printed report. If you are con-
sidering selling or trading your bike, this may be a 
good bit of information to have available for a 
prospective buyer. 

MINUTES OF APRIL 2002 
BOARD MEETING 
Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick called the meeting to 
order on April 8, 2002, at the Mexico Lindo in Lake 
Zurich. Members present were Wayne Kirkpatrick, 
Rik Lowry, Sandra Vernon, Jim Heniff, George Lax, 
Bard Boand, Terry and Alicia Kumro, Jim Krepel, 
John Fraccaro, Joe Rabanus, Rob Mann, and Jenny 
Ori. 

Information covered by Directors and Committee 
Chairman attending is as follows: Traveler stated for 
Chuck Prettyman that there will be no more than one 
off site meeting per quarter but that it doesn't mean 
there has to be an off site meeting per quarter. John 
Fraccaro, Activities, said there were no new changes 
to the Ride Calendar and it was suggested that we 
mark the rides as to members' only rides and open 
rides. Taz, Safety, George Lax will establish the 
guidelines for becoming a Road Captain and mentor 
those members interested. Products, sell remaining 
inventory of shirts as soon as possible. Terry Kumro, 
Director of Charity, stated new location for ride all set 
and encouraged Board Members to pick up raffle tick-
ets. Also, encouraged Board Members write articles 
for ROAR. Alicia Kumro, Web mistress, wanted feed-
back on having paid advertising on the website. Alicia 
also suggested a Historian or a Top Cat Photographer 
might be something to be considered in the future. 

Jenny Ori, Membership, presented new member 
applications from: Larry Scalzitti, approved as 
Regular Member upon payment of dues and assigned 
Terry Kumro as his Sponsor. Jack Pangrazio, approved 
as a Regular Member upon payment of dues and 
assigned John Lunde as his Sponsor, and Charles 
Walgreen, approved as Regular Member, Sponsor is 
Sandy Vernon. 
Bard Boand, Director of Membership, announced that 
all members who have not paid their 2002 dues will be 
dropped from the Membership Roster effective imme- 
diately. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff presented Treasurer's Report 
and was accepted by the Board. 

President Wayne Kirkpatrick presented Board 
Members with a copy of the proposed amendment to 
the By-Laws for final review. It will be discussed at 
the May Board Meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 
FLAT? With most flat tires we just call a dealer or use our emer-
gency service. If you are ever really stuck in nowhere, and have 
to break the tire bead to repair it yourself, consider using your 
sidestand/kickstand as an emergency tire iron. 

ANOTHER FLAT? If you just need to inflate a tire, check with 
other riders. Some elaborate, metric cruisers have on-board air 
compressors with tire inflation hoses. 

ACCURATE GAGES. Don't believe any motorcycle engine 
gages. Most gages, including speedometers which are, by law, 
allowed a 5% error, are not totally accurate. Learn the normal 
operating range of your gages and watch for variations from nor-
mal to indicate trouble. Speedometers, by the way, typically are 
5% optimistic. 

FORK SEALS. Wonder why your fork seals are leaking after you 
detailed your bike? Armor All on your fork tubes could cause 
your seals to deteriorate. 

CAUTION!! A new hazard to riders is the proliferation of toll-
booth transponders (I-Pass). Avoid pulling up to an I-Pass booth 
and fumbling for change. I-Pass equipped vehicles may not see 
you and run right over you. Use the manual lane. They accept 
correct change too. 

MISSING PERSON. Actual missing person report at Sturgis 
2001: "He was wearing a black leather jacket and riding a custom 
Harley" 

POWDER COATING. Powder coating is the process of coating 
a metal part with a ceramic - like colored finish. It's durable, 
comes in a variety of colors and is baked on the part at 400+ 
degrees. While it scratches just like paint scratches, it's a great 
technique for adding that unique, subtle, custom touch to motor-
cycle parts. 

BIKE SHOW. Palatine H.O.G. will hold their annual bike show at 
Suburban Harley-Davidson on May 18th. If you're proud of your 
ride, or interested in a great display of iron...stop by. 

DYNOS. As we heard at our last meeting at Woodstock Harley-
Davidson, dynos are not only devices for measuring engine 
torque and horsepower, but excellent for diagnosing other prob-
lems. Hourly rates are reasonable and the investment is a worth-
while one. 

FITNESS. With the weather finally providing more opportunities 
to ride, don't forget rider preparation. Upper body exercises 
(pushups, situps, etc) and hand exercises (spring squeezing 
devices, rubber balls) are worth the effort in preparation for dis-
tance riding. 

Biker Culture 
You know you're a BIKER if... 

- You bought saddlebags so you can carry more beer. 

- Your best friends are named after animals. 

- Your best shoes have steel toes. 

- You have motorcycle parts in the dishwasher. 

- Your idea of jewelry is chains and barbwire. 

- You can tell what kind of bugs they are by the taste. 

- You're only sunburned on the back of your hands. 

- You carry a crushed beer can in case of soft tar when 
you park the bike. 

- You pull your bike into the motel room and use a 
bath towel to wipe it off. 

- You carry a picture of your bike in your wallet. 

- Any day you ride is a good day. 

- Your other vehicle is a truck with motorcycle ramps. 

- You get hit by a Taxi in N.Y.C., slide 80 yards and 
ride the bike home 30 miles with a fractured hip. 

- Your three piece suit is chaps, leather vest & a 
leather jacket. 

- You don't think its a good party till someone rides his 
or her bike in and does doughnuts in the living room. 

- You wake up next to your spouse and your first 
thought is if your bike will start. 

- Your garage has more square feet than your house. 

- Your coffee table collapses from the weight of motor 
cycle magazines. 

- You throw a party and more bikes show up than cars. 

- Your kids take a motorcycle chain to Show and Tell . 

- All your ashtrays are pistons from your last engine. 

- You instinctively throw a leg over the back of a chair 
when you sit down. 

- Your bathroom is littered with past issues of ROAR. 
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